
6th Grade ELA: Week of January 18 - 22           Mrs. Trotter 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Monday, Jan. 18  NO SCHOOL   

Tuesday,  

Jan. 19 

 Lesson 6  

Characterization 

and Word Study 

Today we will: 

● Continue gathering evidence 

about Brian as you read Chapter 

5 of Hatchet independently. 

● Discuss specific words in the 

chapter that help us to 

understand what Brian is 

learning. 

● Reflect on how Brian is changing 

in our reading journal handout. 

1. Let’s PREPARE!  Hatchet novel, L6 Class Notes 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (5 min.) Section 1 & 2 Quiz 

3. Let’s READ!  (10 min.) Read Chapter 5 (p. 41-53) independently. What is Brian learning 

about survival? As you read, make annotations on your sticky notes when you notice 

parts in the text that help you to respond to that question. 

4. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  (10 min.) Read excerpt from p. 47.  What does “staying on 

top of things” mean in the excerpt? 

5. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  (10-15 min.)  Read excerpt from p. 48.  What does “playing 

the game” mean in the excerpt? 

6. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS! (10-15 min.) Read excerpt from p. 49.  What does the word 

“asset” mean to Brian? 

7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.)  Answer two questions with strong 

CER paragraph.  Use the phrases “staying on top of things,” “playing the game” and 

“asset” in your responses for text evidence. 

●What did Brian’s English teacher, Perpich, teach Brian? 
●How does Brian use this lesson to help him respond to the crash? 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  

Wednesday,   

Jan. 20 

Lesson 7 

Diction and 

Characterization 

 

Today we will: 

● Reread chapter 5 with a partner 

and look for words and phrases 

that stick out to us. 

● Write a CER paragraph with a 

claim, evidence, and reasoning. 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, L7 Class Notes 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (5-10 min.) CER Paragraphs from Lesson 6 Let’s EXPRESS! 

3. Let’s PRACTICE!  (5 min.) Review literary term:  Diction  

4. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  (10 min.) Reread excerpt from p. 42.  What words or phrases 

have an impact on me?  

5. Let’s WORK WITH WORDS!  (10 min.) Reread excerpt from p. 46.  What words or phrases 

have an impact on me? 

6. Let’s READ!  (20-25 min.)  Reread chapter 5 with a partner. Use a sticky note or jot in your 

ELA notebook to mark words or phrases that have an impact on you, and explain what the 

impact is. Ask yourself: 

● What words/phrases make me see clear images?  

● What words/phrases make me hear sounds? 

● What words/phrases are used in a different way than I’m used to seeing? 

7. Let’s DISCUSS! (15  min.)   Whole class discussion with the following guiding questions: 

● What words or phrases stand out to you?  Why do they stand out?   

● What patterns do you see in these words and phrases?  Why do they stand out?   

● What impact do these words and phrases have on how the reader understands 

Brian in Chapter 5?  These phrases explain … / This word emphasizes ... 

8. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (10-15 min.)  Write a CER paragraph  to respond to 

the question:  How does Paulsen use diction to develop the main character, Brian? 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  



 

 

 

 

Highlights:  

GREEN highlights are formative graded tasks.  Section 1 quiz WILL go into Power School as a reading grade.  Each 

lesson ends with Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!, which is like an “exit ticket” for the day’s lesson.   I make a 

lot of effort to assess and give feedback to students on this part of the lesson. Not all of these formative grades will 

go into Power School, but they certainly can be used for grades in Power School.   

 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Parent / Teacher 

Conferences 

Thursday,   

Jan. 21  

&  

Friday, 

Jan. 22 

Lesson 8 

Comparing and 

Contrasting 

Literary and 

Nonfiction Texts 

 

Today we will: 

● Read the nonfiction piece “What 

Would Peter Do?” and 

summarize it as a class. 

● Compare and contrast the advice 

in the nonfiction piece and the 

way Brian reacts in Hatchet. 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, “What Would Peter Do?” article L8 Class Notes with 

Compare and Contrast texts graphic organizer 

2. Let’s REVIEW!  (5 min.)  CER Paragraphs from Lesson 7 Let’s EXPRESS! 

3. Let’s READ!  (30 min.) Read along as I read “What Would Peter Do?” aloud.  Pause and 

think:  What is the main idea?  What are supporting details?  Make an annotation in a 

comment bubble for the main idea and underline/highlight  the supporting details. 

4. Let’s PRACTICE!  (10 min.) Teacher model summarizing the central idea of the text. 

5. Let’s PRACTICE!!  (10-15 min.)  Work in small groups to determine if Brian followed the 

advice offered in “What Would Peter Do?” given that he was in an emergency situation in 

the wilderness.  Students use a compare and contrast graphic organizer to record ideas. 

6. )Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.)  Whole class discussion responding 

to the following question:  Given that Brian’s situation in the wilderness was an 

emergency, did he follow the advice offered in “What Would Peter Do?” 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  


